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Probably the most important city in Yoruba religion is Ile-Ife. This is where the first city was created. It is the belief that Obtala, who is sometimes called Odudawa, landed in this area when he created dry land on Earth. After landing there he named it Ile-Ife. Ife is prosperous and an important religious center because it was the “first city” in the world. It is also an important center of Yoruba art and culture. The other major cites include Oyo and Benin. Shango, who in myth later became the thunder god, ruled Oyo. Also, Oyo was a powerful empire and prospered because the horse was introduced. Benin was a city that acquired brass casting techniques from Ife. Both Benin and Oyo are prosperous kingdoms, which were said to be founded by Ife's rulers or their descendants.

PowerPoint:

Ife-

· “First city” in the world.

· The spot of land Obtala (aka Odudawa) landed on 

· Prosperous and religious center

· Important center of art and culture

Oyo-

· Shango ruled here

· Prosperous and powerful empire (partly because of appearance of horse)

Benin-

· Brass casting techniques from Ife
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